Service of the Word — The Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 16, 2021
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG: Rise, O Sun of Righteousness
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1 Rise, O Sun of righ - teous - ness; with  your
2 Rouse our hearts from slum - ber deep; may  your
3 Gath - er in your scat - tered flock; give  us
4 Burst the bars of stub - born pride; make the
5 Hon - or, praise, and glo - Ty be to the
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might cre - a - tion bless. Shine up - on your church to - day,
word with - in us leap. Give us voic-es to  pro-claim
wa - ter from the rock. Bless the u - m -ty we share
heav’'n-ly path - way wide. Raise us up from sin and death
ho - ly Trin - 1 - ty! May your gra-cious will be done:
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show -ing all your gen - tle way. Have mer - cy, Lord.
prais - es to your ho - ly name. Have mer - cy, Lord.
in our shep - herd’s lov - ing care. Have mer - cy. Lord.
with your Spir - it’s liv - ing breath. Have mer - cy, Lord.
make us  one, as you are one. Have mer - cy, Lord
GREETING

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray.
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you
protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen

FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
A reading from Acts.

1n those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty
persons) and said, 1®“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—'for he was numbered among us and was



allotted his share in this ministry.” ?!So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 2?beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up
from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph
called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. ?*Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen ?°to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell
on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM: Arise, My Soul, Arise
Brynn Scozzari and Evan Odson, soloists

Arise, my soul, arise! Stretch forth to things eternal
and hasten to the feet of your redeemer God,
who, hid from mortal eyes, yet dwells in light supernal;
so worship God in humbleness, your sovereign Lord.
The banquet of love awaits you above;
yet here you have a foretaste of the feast to come!
Rejoice, my soul, rejoice, to heav’n lift up your voice:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Now hear the harps of heav’n! Oh, hear the song victorious,
the never-ending anthem sounding through the sky!

To mortals is not given to join in strains so glorious;
yet here on earth we too can sing our praises high!
Christ bought with his blood the ransomed of God;

to him be everlasting pow’r and victory.
And let the great amen resound through heav’n again.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

- text John Kahl, tr. Ernest E. Ryden

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:9-13

A reading from First John.

°If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has
testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not
believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son.
1 And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 2Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13] write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have
eternal life.

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: John 17:6-19
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the 17" chapter
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus prayed:] 8T have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you; &for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in
truth that 1 came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on their behalf; I am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. *°All mine are
yours, and yours are mine; and | have been glorified in them. *And now I am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one. 2While | was with them, | protected them in your name that you have
given me. | guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. *But now | am coming to you, and | speak these things in the world so that they may have
my joy made complete in themselves. *I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. *°1 am not asking you to take them out of
the world, but | ask you to protect them from the evil one. *They do not belong to the world, just as | do not
belong to the world. *’Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 8As you have sent me into the world, so |
have sent them into the world. **And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in
truth.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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I Al -le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,

2 Al-1e - lu - ia! Not as  or - phans are we left in

3 Al -1le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en, here on earth our

4 Al-1e - I - ia! King e - ter - nal, Lord om - nip - o -

5 Al -le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
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his the throne; Al -le - lu - ia! his the tri - umph, his the
SOT - TOW NOW; Al -le - Tu - ia! he is  near us; faith be -
food, our stay; Al -le - Iu - ia! here the sin - ful flee to
tent we own; Al -le - lu - ia! born of Mar-y, earth your
his the throne; Al -le - lu - 1ia! his the tri - umph, his the
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vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
lieves, nor ques - tions how. Though the cloud from sight re -
you from day to day. In - ter - ces - sor, friend of
foot - stool,  heav’n your throne. @ As  with - in the  veil you
vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun - der like a might - y flood: “Je - sus
ceived him when the for - ty days were oer, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our great high  priest, here on
Zi - on thun - der like a might -y flood: “Je - sus
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out of ev - ’ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er - more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
earth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev - ’ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear
us and answer in steadfast love.

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your Word and unify us as
Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem with life, forests reach
up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all
your creatures. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of water. Establish the
leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will
have abundant life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, rejected, or sick. Grant
healing and love to all in need (especially). Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and supporting one another. Give us
thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with
different gifts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the witness of those who have
died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish the memory of your saints (especially). Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,

and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME
Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious God,
we pray for your guidance as we live out our callings in a world still in the grip of a pandemic.
Give your peace to those who grieve the loss of loved ones.
Give your strength to those who suffer illness.
Give your presence to those who remain isolated.
Give your healing skill to those who provide medical care.
Give your wisdom to local and world leaders.
Help us to remain patient and hopeful in the days and weeks ahead. While we follow an unfamiliar path, remind
us that you are with us always. Grant us courage to persevere, serving you as we serve others in Jesus’ name.
Amen

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING SONG: Christ Is the King!
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1 Christ is the king! O friends, re - joice; broth - ers and
2 Oh, mag - ni - fy the Lord, and  raise an - thems of
3 O  Chris - tian wom - en, Chris - tian men, all the world
4 Let love’s all - rec - on -cil - ing  might your scat - tered
5 So shall the church at last be one; so  shall God’s
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sis - ters, with one  voice let the world know he is your choice.
joy and ho - ly praise for all his saints of an-cient days.
o - ver, seek a - gain the way his faith - ful fol-lowed then.
com-pa-nies u - nite in ser-vice to the Lord of light.
will on earth be done, new lamps be lit, new tasks be - gun.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace, loving God and loving your neighbor. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
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